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“Imagination is the 
beginning of creation. You 

imagine what you desire, 
you will what you imagine, 

and at last, you create 
what you will.”
- George Bernard Shaw



How to Leave a Legacy
Leaving a legacy gift to the Shaw Festival can be easy 
for both our Canadian and U.S. Donors with many options 
available to you. Please consult with your own professional 
advisor, such as a lawyer, financial planner or accountant, as 
you make changes to your existing will or create a new will. 
You can include us in your legacy giving plan through:

Bequests
•	 Either a percentage or specific amount
•	 A residual gift where the Shaw Festival would receive the 

remainder of your estate after friends and family have 
been looked after

Life Insurance
•	 Purchasing and donating a new policy
•	 Donating an existing policy, naming the Shaw Festival as 

beneficiary

Gifts of Securities
To make a donation of securities to the Shaw Festival, simply 
instruct your financial advisor or broker to contact RBC – 
Partridge Wealth Management in Canada or Trubee Wealth 
Advisors, Inc. in the U.S. – to advise of the pending transfer 
of securities. Your broker will be required to provide the 
information on our Gifts of Securities form (you can also 
contact Kim or our donor support team for a copy) to initiate 
the process.

Registered Saving Plans
So that your planned gift does not have to pass through 
probate, you can name the Shaw Festival as full or partial 
beneficiary of your RRSP, IRA or your company pension plan.

Thank you for learning more about forever supporting art and theatre 
with a gift in your will to The Shaw. Legacy giving is a truly remarkable 
way to ensure that your imagination, your dreams and your values 
endure through your generosity. Legacy gifts are a growing — and 
crucial — way for donors like you to make a promise to support the 
creativity, community and connections that happen here at The Shaw, 
forever. As you reflect on your own story with The Shaw, I hope you 
will see your values reflected here, and that you are inspired reach out 
to me for more information or to start a confidential conversation. 

With gratitude, 

Kim White
Associate Director, Individual & Legacy Giving
289-783-1924 | kwhite@shawfest.com

“The Shaw is our community, our story. We have a gift in our will because 
it makes good sense. We want this place to continue. The only way they 
can do that is with support from people like us. So, we’re doing it. Because 
this place is a huge part of what we do, I want to be identified here and 
remembered here…in a puff of glitter and a flourish with a silk glove, 
somewhere down the line. I want to be remembered as someone who 
loved the  moments that brought us together.”

 – Mary Mizen, Canadian member of The Doherty-Rand Legacy Circle

“When you choose 
to give to theatre, 
your contribution is 
ephemeral as it does 
not exist in a building 
or a plaque but as an 
imprint on the soul of 
an audience member, 
who engages with the 
world more elevated 
after their experience 
of world-class theatre. 
You have contributed 

to a better us.”  - 
Kimberley Rampersad, 
Associate Artistic 
Director



Legal Names 
For charitable purposes, the legal name of the Festival is: Shaw Festival 
Theatre, Canada. In the United States, Americans may allocate their planned 
gifts to the Shaw Festival Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization. Donors may 
also wish to designate their gifts to the Shaw Festival Theatre Endowment 
Foundation.

If you wish to make specific arrangements for a designated gift to The Shaw, 
or to establish a named fund through the Endowment Foundation, we would 
be honoured to discuss this with you in person or by phone.

The Shaw Festival recognizes generous individuals who commit to future 
support through a bequest or other legacy gifts as members of The Doherty-
Rand Legacy Circle. With your permission we express our thanks and 
publicly acknowledge your generosity through our publications, along with 
invitations to special events. No information will be given out regarding the 
details of any planned gift, and only those donors who have agreed will be 
acknowledged in our donor listings.

Sample Bequest Language

For Canadian Residents
To pay the sum of $ _______ OR ______% of the residue of my estate to the 
Shaw Festival Theatre, for the general purposes of the Shaw Festival.

Legal name: Shaw Festival Theatre, Canada
Address: 10 Queen’s Parade, Box 774, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON L0S 1J0
Charitable Registration No: 11914 7882 RR0001

For United States Residents
To pay the sum of $ _______ OR ______% of the residue of my estate to the 
Shaw Festival Theatre, for the general purposes of the Shaw Festival.

Legal name: Shaw Festival Foundation
Address: Buffalo, New York
501(c)(3) Charitable ID No: 22-2809351

“Before Victor died in 2022, we had only missed one 
opening night since 1980. That’s how important The Shaw 
was to us and still is to me. We felt a part of the sense of 
vitality, creativity, and enthusiasm, which is inspiring and 
uplifting as well as a lot of fun.  

I have full confidence in the vision and leadership of the 
two Tims, which is why I am leaving a gift to The Shaw in my Will. I want future 
generations to experience the same joy, challenges and happiness that Victor 
and I found in this special place.”  – Corinne Rice, U.S. member of The Doherty-
Rand Legacy Circle



I love connecting with our donors and hearing your stories and memories 
from The Shaw and learning about what inspires you about your giving. 
Over the years, these are the most common questions I receive from 
donors like you about gifts in wills. If you have any questions, please get in 
touch!

Why is legacy giving an important way to give?
First and most important, funds from gifts in wills are used every year to 
help fund or top-up ongoing and beloved programming at The Shaw. And 
knowing that we have gifts that will be coming to The Shaw in the future 
allows us to plan ahead with confidence. Also, a gift in your will has no 
impact on your current finances but can reduce or even eliminate estate 
taxes in the future.

What about my family and loved ones?
It’s a common misconception that you can’t take care of your family or 
loved ones and also support the causes you care about. We respect and 
appreciate that your family and loved ones come first and foremost in 
your planning. But, after those commitments are made, many donors find 
there is space left to remember charities they care about.

I see a lot of big gifts being made to The Shaw. I’m not a wealthy 
philanthropist. Is this kind of giving for me?
What’s so beautiful about legacy giving is that it is for everyone. Every 
gift, no matter how large or small, is cherished and deeply appreciated. 
Even 1% of your estate can make an amazing impact.

We are deeply grateful for all our donors, including 
those featured here, who choose to translate their 
passion for The Shaw into a lasting legacy. If you 
have left a gift in your will or gifts through other 
vehicles, like life insurance, retirement plans or Gifts 
of Securities to The Shaw, please consider letting us 
know. We would love to acknowledge your generosity 

and discuss what you wish to accomplish with your gift. I’m also happy 
to answer any questions and provide additional information. You are 
welcome to contact me anytime for a confidential conversation. I’m here 
to help! 

Kim 
289-783-1924 • kwhite@shawfest.com

Canadian Charitable Number: 119147882 RR 0001 • Shaw Festival Foundation U.S. Charitable 
501(c)(3) Number: 22-2809351 • Shaw Festival Theatre Endowment Foundation Charitable 
Number: 89723 7806 RR0001

Your 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions
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